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According to reports by the Associated Press, Prensa Latina, and strike organizers at least 90% of all
business in the capital city participated in the Jan. 22 24-hour general strike called by leaders of El
Salvador's private sector. The strike was in protest of economic policies decreed by President Jose
Napoleon Duarte's administration. A member of the National Private Enterprise Association, who
requested anonymity, told AP that "preliminary reports indicate that 90% of economic activities in
the capital have been paralyzed, and 80% in the principal cities of the western and eastern regions.
We consider our strike to be a success." Duarte told reporters who surrounded him during a visit to
a school in the capital city, "The majority of people who have closed their doors did so out of fear,
but people are in the streets, the buses are full and the humble poor people are working." Chamber
of Commerce president Victor Steiner told a press conference 29,000 out of a total 30,000 businesses
in the capital city closed down for the day. El Salvador's five daily newspapers and most radio
stations joined in the strike. According to a top government official, most business establishments
closed their doors voluntarily in response to the private sector leaders' call. Others had to close after
receiving threats from ultra-right paramilitary groups.
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